AN INTRODUCTION TO HORSEWATCH


http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/feestuart/HorsewatchScotlandLogo?locked=true

WHAT IS HORSEWATCH?

Horsewatch Scotland is a scheme which exists to connect all horse owners and riders with

the intention of improving our security and communication. We aim to reduce rural and

equine crime and much can be achieved through general awareness and a little effort from

each individual. We are part of the National Horsewatch Alliance supported by most Police

Forces.

Crime prevention me asures
you should take yourself

Protect your horse

Unless your horse can be easily identified
he will be nearly impossible to tell apart
from thousands of others.  Make sure you
have a good selection of summer and winter
photographs from all angles and a correctly
completed passport drawing.

You should also ensure your horse can be
positively identified by anyone.  Even if he
only escapes from the field there mustb e
way to trace him back to you.

Passports are a legal requirement for all
horses, ponies and donkeys. They must
accompany the animal on all road journeys
and be on hand for DEFRA inspection.
Any equine offered for sale that does not
have an accurate passport should be
regarded as suspicious and avoided.
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Freeze branding is a visible mark that allows
easy identification and can quickly be linked to
the registered owner , usually by phone.

Itis alifetime identifier thatis supported by a
registration pack , transferable to subsequent
owners. A freeze brand can also be read from a
distance, even if the horse cannot be caught.
There is an excellent record of recovery for
freeze branded equines, unmarked they are
sometimes never found.

Microchips contain a unique number but they
rely onthe correct scanner being available to
read the chip . This registration number then
has to be checked on a database before an
owner can be traced. Unfortunately they are
not a visibl e deterrent against theft.

Hoof branding usually involves a home post code
but has to be regularly repeated by your

farrier . It can also be difficult to read from a
distance or if hooves are muddy .




Protect your property Rug marking can protect your rugs. Identify

Saddles, tack and rugs are regularly stolen them with either your home postcode or the

so they must be clearly identifiable. A visible horsesd freeze brand nu
mark will be a deterrent to thieves and any permanent method such as a two part epoxy
stolen items that are recovered can be paint that soaks into the fabric or iron on

returned to you. Even if it is recovered, adhesive lettering.

unidentifiable property is either re  turned to
the thief, auctioned or destroyed. Your home
postcode is always the most recognisable
mark to use.

Tack marking usually involves stamping
leather saddles on the nearside, under the
flap. For synthetic saddles the near side
stirrup bar is engrav ed. This convention is
simple to follow and easy to explain to anyone
checking for identifying marks.
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Trailer and lorry marking  should include
adding your p ostcode the roof, usually with
self adhesive vinyl lettering. This makes them
easy to see from the air or road bridges and
can be difficult to remove. Mark other parts
such as breast bars, partitions and panels.
The more you mark the harder job it is to
remove so the deterrent is greater,

as is the chance of recovery.

Saddles can also be micro chipped or coded
with smart water. Although these are good
secondary methods they are not immediately
visible and need a sc anner or database to
check ownership. Postcode other property by
either stamping or engraving it. Work on the
principle that if it is stolen and not marked
you will never see it again. Even just a few
rugs, head collars and grooming kits can add

up to a loss of hundreds of pounds. Make sure you always use a wheel clamp and
N

hitch lock on a trailer. Fit the wheel clamp to a
rear wheel and if possible chain the hitch to
something solid. Lorries should have an
immobiliser and fuel cut off fitted. Often

they will be towed away to have simple security
devices, such as battery switches, removed
elsewhere. Fit a tracker if you can. Do not
leave tack or property in the lorry as it is easy
to steal or will simply go missing with it.



