We didn't get off to a very good start - we got lost on the way!   The BRC office gave us detailed instructions but the route took us to a closed road, so we did an unscheduled detour through single track roads and farm tracks through rural Warwickshire - which after 7 hours of travelling, did not go down well.   We arrived in time to stable my horse before dark, just, but had to pitch our tent by the lorry headlights.   It rained most of that night and the next morning, but dried up before the vetting.   We passed that fine, then did our dressage, which was a real treat to do a test in a 60m x 20m arena.

We had a cross country briefing meeting that evening, then were allowed to ride the roads and tracks sections to find out where we were going the next day.

It rained again most of the night and was wet the next morning, so we set off on the roads and tracks well wrapped up.   The Steeplechase was a bit daunting as we had to jump the same fences as the open - it was 2 laps of a track with 3 fences, and you had to really gallop to make the time - we were a few seconds over but I don't think we could have gone any faster - it was deep mud in front of the steeplechase fences.   There was a second roads and tracks phase before the cross country.   The horses were vetted again after this section to ensure they were fit to proceed.   The time in the ten minute box between phase C and the cross country passed very quickly, and I nearly missed the start of my cross country - I was greasing my horse's legs with 30 secs to go!, then didn't have time to put my fresh gloves on, so my right hand kept slipping on the rein all the way round the course - oops!   I also started not knowing if my girth was tight enough, thankfully it was.

We had one stop on the cross country about half way round - don't really know why, it wasn't a difficult fence at all. I was just pleased to get back in one piece though as it was very muddy and very slippy - I lost my stirrups after my mare slipped turning after the 17th fence.   When we had washed my mare off and removed her boots I noticed that she had struck into her front boot with a hind foot, and shortly afterwards, the leg started to swell up.   Unfortunately that meant we had to withdraw from the showjumping on the Sunday.   I have had her leg x-rayed and scanned and she has a small tear in her annular ligament, which means at least 4 weeks box rest, and the end of our season this year :-( but considering the mud it could have been a much worse injury. 

I would like to say thank you to the Club for paying my entries to the qualifier and final, it was a great experience to do the three day event, even if we couldn't finish.   It was just so disappointing that it was so wet, even in sunny England.
Lisa

I’m sure everyone will join me in congratulating Lisa on getting so far and doing so well.   We’re very proud of her and hope that next year she’ll be able to complete.   We also wish a speedy recovery to her talented mount.

Susan
